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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY  

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 6, 2020 

6:30 PM PUBLIC MEETING 
 

The October 6, 2020 meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterways Advisory Commission took 

place at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, Bayville, NJ. 

The meeting opened with the salute to the flag. Gail Hickey, Recording Secretary, recorded the 

meeting. Roll call was taken by Mrs. Hickey. 

 

A.  SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

B.  ROLL CALL:  Present: Chairman McGrath, Commissioner Collis, Commissioner Bekiarian, 

Commissioner Nunn; Commissioner Borio, Commissioner Gashlin, Commissioner Bellinato, 

Commissioner Bollettiere, and Commissioner Blavatt. Also present was Township Engineer Pam 

Hilla, P.E., C.F.M., C.M.E. Absent Commissioner Esposito and Council Liaison James Byrnes.   

 

C. Approval of September 1, 2020 Minutes: Commissioner Bollettiere made the motion to 

accept minutes with corrections, seconded by Commissioner Bellinato. Motion carried. 

 

D. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweeps Oct. 24th (Commissioner Collis). 

Commissioner Collis informed the commission that the Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweep is 

scheduled for October 24, 2020. It will begin at 9:00 AM on the bay side of 24th Avenue in South 

Seaside Park. The Boy Scouts will be coming. The Berkeley Township DPW and Parks and 

Beaches Department will be there to assist. The event will move to the ocean side at 12:00 PM. 

Chairman McGrath will notify the Beautification Committee of the event and invite them to 

attend. 

 

2. Committee on Roadway Tidal Flooding. (Commissioner Nunn & Vice Chairman Gashlin). 

Commissioner Nunn gave Chairman McGrath the full report. Mr. Nunn reported that it includes 

seven sites, but more may be added. It is an on-going project. Some of the issues were 

discussed. Ocean Gate Avenue and Veeder Lane is not a tidal issue, it is a run-off and drainage 

issue. Avalon is a tidal and runoff issue with no place for the water to go. This is included in the 

Engineer’s Report. 
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Chairman McGrath provided the handout, “Roadway Tidal Flooding Elevations (NAVD’88). 

Mr. Nunn said many of the problems may have simple solutions, while others are more 

involved. Mr. McGrath mentioned Bay Boulevard by MJ’s and The Water’s Edge.  There is a 

corrugated pipe that is three-quarter’s full of sand. This can be cleaned out and will help solve 

the flooding problem. Narragansett was discussed. It intersects with Avalon Avenue. There is a 

catch basin there that is always full. While Narragansett is part of Ocean Gate, it effects 

Berkeley Township. The engineer will review this report and discussion will continue as to what 

can be done. 

 

3. Committee on Waterfront View Obstructions (Commissioner Nunn). 

Mr. Nunn said that they did not meet as a group. There are ordinances available from other 

towns that can be considered regarding this. Any ordinances in the township should also be 

considered. Sheds, shrubs, fences, and trees are a problem in obstructing waterfront views. 

There are instances where trees and bushes obstruct views, but it is not fair to ask residents to 

take them down. 

Discussion continued as to current ordinances. Mr. Nunn said this needs further consideration 

to find a middle ground in fairness to homeowners. It was suggested that a Grandfather Clause 

could be considered. Mr. McGrath said that he would get ordinances from other towns.  

 

4. South Seaside Park Oceanfront Public Access Parking Problem. (Chairman McGrath). 

There are arguments and fights over parking in front of homes. A large area in front of the 

home is considered a driveway, because there are no sidewalks or curbs in the area. For 

example, a fifty-foot wide lot would be considered a driveway. Parking in the area is limited to 

beach goers and limits access to the beach. 

Mr. McGrath said that Ms. Hilla is working on curb estimates with bonding to be a special 

assessment project, pro-rated over ten years. Drainage issues would be considered although 

none are expected, except possibly in a small area. A discussion ensued regarding the size of 

the driveway. The curbs are considered improvements and will increase the value of the 

property. 

 

5. Maintenance of Veeder Lane Drainage Project (Chairman Bekiarian) 

Chairman Bekiarian said that in the past the outfall line had not been cleaned., which resulted 

in sediment build up in the lagoons. He said that Ocean County has come out and cleaned them 
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a recently. Mr. Bekiarian stressed the importance of continued maintenance. It will relieve the 

sediment in the lagoons and be more environmentally sound. 

 

Chairman Bellinato said that the catch basins on Veeder Lane should also be maintained on a 

regular basis. They get full of leaves and debris after each storm. He suggested using a leaf 

vacuum to maintain these. The maintenance of catch basins throughout the town was 

discussed. 

 

6. Status of Ongoing Waterfront Projects by Township Engineer (Pamela Hilla,  P.E., C.F.M.).  

 

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

ENGINEERS REPORT – October 6, 2020 

  

1. PROJECTS IN THE DESIGN PHASE: 

  

A. Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-115)  

Short Term Goal Clamming Creek Dredged – Met with NJDOT and the County on 7/1/19 to 

discuss dredging of NJDOT’s waterway Clamming Creek. NJDOT had no objections to the 

Township proceeding with the dredging plan. RVE has completed the survey and construction 

plans. A sampling plan has been submitted to NJDEP to review and approval. Once the plan is 

approved RVE will request quotes to have the sampling done. Once the sampling is complete, 

RVE will send the results along with a formal request to Ocean County for placement of dredge 

material on their property.  

 

Aqua Survey performed the soils testing and RVE is waiting for results. Upon receiving 

results, the County will be contacted regarding placement of material on the County lot 

located at the end of North Bay.  RVE should have results 10/7/2020. 

 

B. Long Term Goal Utilize Allen Road Lagoon for Dredge Material Placement (Our File: 

1506-T-086) – A meeting was held with NJDOT 7/1/19 to discuss reuse of dredge material for 

habitat restoration at the Allen Road Lagoon. To date, survey of the lagoon has been completed 

by RVE and it is approximated 40,000 CY of storage area. Stockton University Coastal Research 

Center (CRC) conducted a Water Quality Review and Sediment Determination Study which 

indicated the site could be seen as a candidate for habitat restoration. NJDOT is going to be 

surveying their waterways to assess the need to dredge. RVE is requesting quotes to have 

Berkeley Township lagoons surveyed to assess the local need. Based on the meeting with 

NJDOT, it is more critical that the NJDOT waterways be dredged however Berkeley Township 

has been asked to prepare a dredge plan to assess their local needs for dredging. RVE’s next 
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priority is to establish local need by performing soundings at specific locations, NJDOT to 

provide parameters of work. 

 

RVE is waiting on results of survey performed by East Coast Engineering at Phases I & III. 

This information is to be used to establish local need for dredging and work with NJDOT 

on a shared service agreement. 

 

C. 23rd Avenue Outfall Decking Project (Our File: 1506-U-135) 

A site meeting was held with the Beautification Committee of South Seaside Park to review the 

project limits and the installation of decking over the existing pipe outfall. The committee 

responded positively to the proposed plan, and survey has been completed and the design plans 

are being finalized for submission to NJDEP for permits. 

 

Ocean County Soils exemptions received January 15, 2020. 

US Army Corps Approval received May 6th, 2020 

NJDEP CAFRA Permit received September 12, 2020 

 

All permits have been received for this project and the project can go out to bid. RVE to 

work with Township to verify if there is funding for this project in the 2020 Capital Budget. 

 

D. Morris Boulevard and North Bay Drive 

RVE will be redesigning the drainage system on Morris Boulevard from Route 9 to Harley 

Boulevard, including a mill and overlay or full depth reconstruction of the existing roadway. Also 

included in this job, RVE is designing a mill and overlay on North Bay Drive from Butler 

Boulevard to Longview Drive.  RVE will be preparing plans and specs to go out to bid. 

 

RVE received signed permits and application fees this week and is preparing permit 

submissions. 

 

E. Bowsprit Bulkhead Our File: 1506-U-155 

Project design and permitting is being prepared by our office.  

 

2. PROJECTS IN THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE: 

 

A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage) 

Albert Marine performed a bulkhead replacement along the street end. RVE is 

coordinating to have pavement restoration performed. 

 

B. North Bay, Maple Drive and Longview Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-120)  

The project was awarded at the May 20th Council Meeting to CJ Hesse; road has been built; 

drainage is complete. Contractor anticipates paving by the end of this week. 

 

RVE is investigating an issue with an outfall at 209 Longview; homeowner believes the pipe is 

collapsed. RVE inspected the outfall after a heavy rain event and the outfall is currently 
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operating. RVE is investigating further and has attempted to receive an easement from 209 

Longview for the pipe.   

 

Punchlist is substantially complete at this time. 

 

F. 2019 Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-132 

Project shall be rebid to remove the bulkheading from the project scope. Drainage and grading 

improvements are being proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy Avenue, Harbor Inn Road, 

Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue, Ocean Avenue and Sunset Drive 

South. Work is substantially complete with some remaining concrete and punch list work. 

 

Construction complete/punch is complete. This project will be taken off the list for the next 

meeting. 

 

G. 2020 Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-148 

N. Stott, Van Dyke and Blue Heron.  

  

Project was awarded and construction has commenced.  

 

3. GRANT APPLICATIONS: 

  

A. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp  

RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include new 

bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE is reviewing 

different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through Green Acres. Berkeley 

Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres Grants & Loans – NJDEP in either 

November or December outlining the application process. The funding is intended to promote and 

preserve outdoor recreation facilities and projects. Bruno Associates prepared a Green Acres 

Grant for the construction of a boat ramp, parking lot and playground area at Main Street. 

Application was submitted to Green Acres in March; the application was deemed complete by 

Green Acres and is under review by NJDEP. RVE received comments back from USACE and 

NJDEP. SAV survey is required; RVE is requesting quotes. 

 

Township decided that only unmotorized vessels will utilize the boat ramp. As such the 

plans are being revised for compliance with OCSD, NJDEP and USACE comments and an 

SAV survey will no longer be required. NJDEP had comments on the location of the 

proposed bulkhead based on the Spring Mean High Water Line. NJDEP Permits are 

pending at this time. 

 

B. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant – 2018  

Two Homes were awarded – 218 Butler and 23 Dorrance / Both are under design for elevation 

by the owners.   

 

C. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant - 2019 

Two Homes were awarded – 239 Longview Drive and 914 Main Street / Both are under design 

for elevation by the owners.  
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D. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant - 2020 

6 homes will be part of the 2020 FMA Grant Assistance for Elevation of Structures. The 

Grant shall be submitted in November of 2020.  

 

4. ADDITIONAL ITEMS: 

A. Elevation of Roadways 

The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying roadways that 

frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning Report to identify and 

prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. Survey work is being performed 

by RVE review the ability to perform crown and driveway elevations under various areas. Low 

lying areas in Evergreen, Main and Balsam are being investigated under various drainage capital 

funding. Temporary Construction easements are required for all improvements that encroach 

onto private properties. 

 

Ongoing.   

B. Municipal Public Access Plan 

Final review and approval are being done by NJDEP; once approved the plan will need to be 

incorporated into the Township’s Master Plan. 

 

MPAP is complete at this time and will be taken of the project list at the next meeting. 

 

C. FEMA Restudy 

2018    Restudy of the maps 

2022   Draft Maps will be available 

2023   New Preliminary Maps will be available 

2024  Adoption of new Maps 

 

FEMA is still on track with this schedule.  

 

D. CRS – Community Rating System items 

DCA Memorandum regarding Substantial Damage Properties required that properties 

are raised or demolished by October 29, 2021. Berkeley Township requires new 

homeowners to sign an Intent to Raise/Demolish when purchasing substantial damage 

properties.  

 

Flood Mitigation Officer and Construction Official has updated Substantial Damage List 

Letter to be sent to HO regarding the need to raise by October 2021. Letter is in draft 

form to be approved by Berkeley Administrator.  

 

Berkeley Township CRS Recertification will occur in October by the Flood Mitigation 

Officer. Document updates are in progress.  
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Flood Mitigation Officer is coordinating a Public outreach specific for realtors to help 

educate floodplain issues. 

 

FEMA has approved a CRS Level 5 (25% discount for residents) which went into effect 

May 2020.  Because of the CRS Level a Community Assistance Contact (CAC)  visit with 

FEMA and Berkeley Township Flood Mitigation Officer will occur sometime in October 

to assess the effectiveness of the community’s floodplain management program and to 

ensure that there is consistency with the NFIP rules and regulations and the application 

reviews. In order for the community to advance or remain in CRS program, FEMA must 

find that the community is compliant with the NFIP minimum standards.  Documents 

were sent to FEMA on September 23rd 2020. Awaiting FEMA’s direction for the CAC 

meeting.  

 

F.  Avalon Avenue and Narragansett  

Added to the recommended drainage list for 2021. 

 

Road was flooding, public works made a trench through dunes to relieve rainwater in 

street. Tidal waters then flooded street, so PW went and damned up the trench.  Ongoing 

issue. Drainage structures to be placed on Narragansett and Avalon with outlet pipe and 

install a tide flex valve.  Estimated cost $80,000.00.  

 

G.  Avalon Avenue (next to 40 Avalon Avenue)  

 

 Resident from 40 Avalon took down trees on Township property north of 40 Avalon. They 

have been given a Violation to make repairs. Either to replace the trees back or to install 

rip rap. They have submitted a plan for rip rap and erosion control, but they need to get a 

NJDEP Permit. This violation is being directed through Code Enforcement.  

 

 Contacted Code Enforcement regarding update on Violation for 40 Avalon. Code 

Enforcement is revisiting the property and discussing with homeowner.  

 

 Possibly may have to take care of this issue internally. Put on 2021 List for new Bulkhead 

or Rip Rap on Avalon ROW.  

 

H. Parking Plan South Seaside Park 

RVE is to prepare a cost estimate for curbing plan for South Seaside Park extending from 

24th Ave to Midway Beach on the Ocean Site only. 

 

(Commissioners Blavatt and Collis left meeting during report). 
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E.  New Business: 

 

1. Bulkhead Complaint at 71 Ronald Ave. in Drainage Easement (Chairman McGrath). 

Mr. McGrath handed out a copy of a picture of the bulkhead. Mr. Nunn originally received the 

complaint from the resident. Mr. McGrath said there was nothing wrong with the concrete 

pipe. The resident said the bulkhead contractor said it was a township problem.  However, it 

appears that the bulkhead was cut 2’ to 3’ short leaving a 3-4’ gap. This is causing this area to 

wash out. This would not be a township problem. After a discussion regarding outfall lines in 

other lagoons and bulkhead construction, it was the consensus that this is not a township 

problem. 

 

2. Oyster Creek Nuclear Reactor Decommissioning (Chairman McGrath). 

Mr. McGrath said that the DEP has provided FAQ’s for the public. Anyone that is interested can 

go to their site.  

 

F. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  

There was one member of the public that had to leave early to attend another meeting. Ms. 

Collis texted Mr. McGrath that she gave him his email address. Mr. McGrath did not know at 

this time what he wanted to discuss.  

Chairman Bollettiere made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by 

Mr. Bellinato. The motion was carried. 

Chairman Bollettiere made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Bellinato. The 

motion was carried. The meeting was adjourned. 

 

The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 6:30 PM. 
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